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A message from our headteacher, Mrs Ovenden

Dear Parents and Carers,

It is hard to believe that we are already at the end of our fourth
week of term. The children have settled so well into their new
classes and routines, and it has been lovely to see them
becoming increasingly confident, independent and engaged in
their learning.

There has been a real focus on perseverance and developing
positive attitudes towards learning. We continue to encourage
the children to embrace challenges, learn from mistakes and
recognise that progress takes time and effort. It has been
fantastic to see so many children demonstrating resilience
when faced with something they find difficult and showing
pride in what they can achieve.



Our Pupil Leaders will soon begin to make their mark around
school. We now have children taking on responsibilities as
School Councillors, Eco Champions, Playground Buddies,
Librarians and House Captains, with our Year 6 prefects soon to
be appointed. It is wonderful to see the children taking these
roles seriously and already thinking about how they can make a
positive contribution to our school community.

The term is already well underway and there is plenty to look
forward to over the coming weeks. We have a busy and
exciting year ahead, and I know that by working together as a
school community, we can continue to provide the very best
opportunities for all of our children.

Our priorities for this year include:



Google Forms

Book your place

I would like to invite you to join me for my first Headteacher
Update on Thursday 1st October, from 8:50–9:20am, following
morning drop-off, in the school hall. This will be an opportunity
to share some of our key priorities for the year ahead, provide a
little more insight into our plans for the school, and talk about
how you can support at home.

If you would like to attend, please complete the Google Form
to let us know.

Lunch orders are to placed prior to 8.30am each morning. We
have a special lunch this Thursday for Census day.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeUMiNz2qQyt54b_MPQ07lqMFNoDa0rUnXkXdF4pdirF7moFQ/viewform


Be Allergy Aware



To support our pupils with allergies, we would ask that all
parents support the following:

No nuts or nut products in school (including chocolate spreads,
snacks etc)

Talk to your children about the importance of not sharing their
food (lunches, snacks etc)

Update us if your child has any diagnosed allergy or is
undergoing investigation for an allergy or food intolerance. This
also applies to any packed lunches/snacks brought into school
for school clubs, Woodpeckers and school trips.

If your child has been prescribed an inhaler and/or EpiPen,
these must be dropped off to the school office and appropriate
paperwork filed. These medications will only be used in the
case of emergency.



Robins

The Robins have settled in beautifully and are now busy enjoying their
learning! It’s been wonderful to see them enjoying Drawing Club, and the
whole class is thoroughly enjoying the pirates-themed books. Year R have

been impressing us with their creativity and drawing skills, while Year 1 have
been writing some fantastic sentences and working on punctuation.





Mastering Number is also well underway, with Year R focusing on basic
counting skills, and Year 1 exploring the number bonds of 5 through a range

of representations.



In PSHE the Robins have met Boris the Robot and created some lovely ‘Boris
shapes’ robots of their own.



Puffins



Puffins have been busy finding out more about Place Value during their
maths sessions. They have been hands-on with the equipment such as bead
strings and Numicon. We have been encouraging the children to ‘make’ the

number so that they can see what it’s made up of, this was particularly helpful
when we were investigating teen numbers.



During our computing time we have been looking at the BeeBots, what each
of the buttons mean, talking about what an algorithm is and looking at ways

to fix an error in our instructions. Last week we got our BeeBots to turn
around in a circle and navigate through a bridge of building blocks!





Kingfishers



Kingfishers are continuing to learn about Mary Anning and have enjoyed
getting to know about her life and work. This week, we learnt all about the

events that made her so famous as a palaeontologist.



In computing, Kingfishers had a wonderful time considering how digital
devices help us. We decided that some devices help us in one way and others

help us in lots of ways. Miss Upton set us a challenge to draw a picture in 5
minutes and then draw the same picture digitally in 5 minutes too! Here are

our results.





Sparrowhawks



Sparrowhawks have had a fantastic time experimenting with Banksy-inspired
stencil art, learning to use both the positive outlines and negative inverse

spaces in their designs.





In science, the class has been investigating melting and discovered that
significant amounts of heat aren’t always necessary to turn a solid into a

liquid!



House Martins

This week, we built our own model Mayan settlements and used our bird’s eye
view to draw a map of them for a visitor. The children’s creativity was brilliant!

We are looking forward to our Ancient Mayan drama workshop next week.



In outdoor PE this half term, House Martins are working on their orienteering
skills, as part of our Outdoor Adventurous Activities unit. We have been

learning to set a map and follow it effectively.





Dates for the diary



Sign up here

Spread the word!

Both in and out of catchment welcome.

https://www.wherwellprimary.co.uk/




What's happening in our wider community?
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