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Best wishes, 

Mandy Ovenden (Headteacher) 

 

21st May 2026 

Wherwell Primary School  

Newsletter 

       Let’s Love To Learn And Thrive Together 

Whole School           

Attendance as at:  

21.5.26: 96.2% 

Target: 97% 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It has been another very busy fortnight at school, and I would like to begin by saying just how proud we are of our Year 
6 children following SATs week. They approached each day with maturity, determination and positivity, and their      
attitudes throughout the week were exceptional. They worked incredibly hard, showed real resilience and supported 
one another every step of the way. Whatever the outcomes, which we will not know until 7th July, they should all feel 
enormously proud of themselves — we certainly are! 

We are also incredibly proud of all the children who entered the poetry competition. The poems about Wherwell were 
wonderful and reminded me why I love working here. A special congratulations to our Key Stage 1 overall winner, Skye, 
and our Key Stage 2 overall winner, Bertie. I look forward to seeing the collection published as a book. 

Thank you once again to the judges — Karen, Sophie, Cherise, Dawn, Cayley, Ems and Ed — and, of course, to           

Samantha for the fantastic idea and for organising everything. 

We hope you all have a lovely and restful half-term break and enjoy spending time with family and friends. We look 

forward to welcoming everyone back to school on Monday 1st June.  
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Puffins got to take part in some drama last week as part of their English  learning journey. They created 

freeze frames and showed different feelings and emotions just by using their face and their posture! 

 

 As part of our science learning, everyone got to plant a sunflower seed and we will be keeping a diary to 

show how they grow over the next few weeks.  Everyone is very keen to see how fast they will grow!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROBINS 

   PUFFINS 

 

The Robins enjoyed a broadcast lesson by 

the National Literacy Trust on Wednesday, 

based on the story Stanley’s Stick. They are 

now busy creating a picture based on their 

own sticks, using their imaginations to 

think of what they could turn them in to.  

They have also been very busy in the       

allotment! Robins Roots is now fully    

planted up, with tomatoes, cucumbers, 

basil, chard and nasturtiums growing. We 

will be watering them carefully and are 

looking forward to being able to hopefully 

start picking crops after half term! 
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Last Thursday, Sparrowhawks had a wonderful day 
out in Salisbury. We explored inside Salisbury    
Cathedral and took part in a workshop to learn about 
the cathedral that moved location.  Sparrowhawks 
did a great job at taking on their roles as historical    
people from Salisbury. 

In science, we created our own switches for  electrical circuits. We 

managed to do this by using our knowledge of conductors and         

insulators. 

KINGFISHERS 

   PUFFINS 

We have been looking at Pop Art portraits, and as our current learning unit is ‘Queens’ 

we have created some Pop Art Queens. The first part of this process was to trace a styl-

ised version of a Queens face. There was a lot of concentration going on! 

 

Mid-week there was a surprising discovery in our classroom… Golden Pants!! There has 

been much speculation about who they may belong to… Next week the owner of the 

pants will be revealed along with our new text. 

 

 

 

 

KINGFISHERS 

SPARROWHAWKS  

 

 

 

Kingfishers have had an exciting couple of 

weeks. We have planted some seeds as part 

of an experiment in science all about how 

much light plants need to grow. We have a 

plant in full sun, partial sun, shade and darkness as well as artificial light. Then, we had 

enough left over to plant our very own tomato plants. Watch this space! 

 

In art, we have been painting landscapes. We have used watercolours and the           

inspiration of other artists to create some truly stunning landscape art! 

KINGFISHERS 
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Firstly, I would like to congratulate year 6 on completing their SATs tests last week. They all worked incredibly 

hard and did themselves really proud with their resilience, perseverance and motivation to do their best. Well 

done Year 6! 

Meanwhile, in English, House Martins have been researching and creating some brilliantly eye-catching posters 

about Mongolia in relation to our book— The Unforgotten Coat—which tells the story of a British girl who          

befriends two refugees from Mongolia and, in doing so, learns more about this fantastic country. 

T

 
HOUSE MARTINS 

Safeguarding 

A reminder that if you have any safeguarding concerns regarding a child 

at the school, you should raise this to one, or all, of the following: 

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mandy Ovenden, Headteacher  

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Pip Gilbody, Deputy  

Headteacher 

Safeguarding Governor: Karen Bleazard 

Children’s Services Tel: 0300 555 1384  
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Activity Date  (New Dates in red) 

 

Year 4 Swimming  Wednesdays - 3rd June, 10th June,  17th June & 

1st July 

INSET DAY Friday 22nd May 

Half Term Holiday Monday 25th May - Friday 29th May 

Times Table Check - Year 4 During week commencing 1st June 

Class photographs Tuesday 2nd June PM 

Year 6 Residential Trip to Runways End  Monday 8th - Friday 12th June 

Year 1 Phonics Screening During the week commencing Monday 8th  

INSET DAY Monday 15th June 

House Martins pond dipping at a Test Valley nature reserve  Wednesday 17th June AM 

New Year R Stay and Play session 1 Wednesday 17th June 9-10 am 

New Year R Stay and Play session 2 Wednesday 24th June 9-10 am 

Sports Day  Thursday 25th June, pm 

Robins Trip to Hillier Gardens Friday 26th June 

Summer Fete Sunday 28th June 

Kingfishers Trip to The Sustainability Centre Petersfield  Monday 29th June 

New Year R Stay and Play session 3 including presentation for parents Wednesday 1st July 9-10 am 

Musical performance—for children who play an instrument Wednesday 1st July in the hall at 2:15 

Parent’s Evening Wednesday 1st July and Thursday 2nd July 

INSET DAY Monday 6th July 

Last week of clubs including football Week beginning 6th July 

Puffins Trip to lee-on-Solent—details to follow Wednesday 8th July 

House Martins and Sparrowhawks Performance Tuesday 14th July 6pm 

House Martins and Sparrowhawks Performance  Wednesday 15th July 6pm 

Talent show, finalists Monday 20th July PM 

Year 6 water fight and leavers lunch Tuesday 21st July 

Year 6 Rounders: Parents Vs children Wednesday 22nd July 

Last day of term Wednesday 22nd July at 3:10 


