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Wherwell Primary School
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2025/2026

	Date this summary was published
	September 2025

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	September 2026

	Name of the school music lead
	Mrs Alison Elmslie

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	

	Name of local music hub 
	Hampshire Music Service

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	The pupils at Wherwell Primary school receive either a 45 minute, or 1 hour timetabled class music lesson each week, depending upon the year group. In addition, all pupils receive a 30-minute weekly singing assembly. We provide opportunities for pupils to learn musical instruments through the Wider-Opportunities scheme provided by the Hampshire Music Service, and pupils can enrol for instrumental lessons.
Pupils are given the opportunity to learn the recorder, join the choir or the school orchestra.
Music teaching delivers the requirements of the National Curriculum through half-termly units, inspired by the music model framework and supported by curriculum maps and planning from the Hampshire Music Service. Each unit is sequenced to build upon prior learning, to help embed a strong understanding of the key areas of learning and musical elements. Wherwell has a rolling 2 year learning cycle due to the mixed year group classes and all planning and assessment carefully reflects this over the 2 year cycle. Core areas of study include singing, listening and appraising, composing and improvising, and instrumental performance. There is an emphasis on musical language that will support pupils in describing and appraising music, and also upon music notation, beginning with symbols and graphic notation through to standard music notation.
Music lessons are taught with a practical approach, encouraging engagement, exploration and creativity. Each half term, pupils are encouraged through a range of activities to perform to each other in class. Work is also shared with the class teacher and parents during half-termly learning outcome celebrations. This performance can be in the form of a topic related song, recording of instrumental work or a group composition.


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	At Wherwell we have several opportunities for pupils to sing and play music outside of lesson time. Instrumental tuition is offered to pupils in the form of small group lessons in violin, cello, flute clarinet, keyboards and guitar and brass. The lessons are provided by visiting instrumental teachers from the Hampshire Music Service and the music lead. 
Tuition fees are subsidised for pupils eligible for Pupil Premium, ensuring that financial constraints do not hinder musical development.
All pupils are given the opportunity to learn the recorder from year 3 upwards. These lessons are free and loan instruments and books are made available to those eligible. Pupils then have opportunity to continue their recorder playing in our more advanced group where pupils can diversify by switching to treble or tenor recorders. Pupils can join the choir from year 3 upwards with the opportunity to sing a wide range of songs, embracing different styles and genres of music and exploring part and unison singing.
Instrumentalists can also join the school orchestra enabling them to develop important ensemble skills.
 All pupils are encouraged to perform and share their learning in celebration assembly, and to parents in the Summer Concert. 
The Hampshire Music Service run several ensembles in the surrounding areas which will help further develop and foster pupils’ enjoyment of music. The school and instrumental staff regularly signpost such opportunities through the school newsletter.




Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	At Wherwell we organise a variety of musical events across the year. The upper two classes participate in an end of year production, featuring musical performances. Each Christmas the Reception Year perform their own nativity as do Years 1 and 2. 
The school visits to the Wherwell St Peter and the Holy Cross Church are long-standing events both at Harvest and Christmas with plenty of festive singing from the school, shared with parents and the local community.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Y4/5 pupils perform termly to the school and parents as part of the whole class instrumental scheme (Listen to Me) delivered by specialist music teachers from the Hampshire Music Service.
The Year 2 pupils have regularly participated in the annual Barnaby Bear Big Sing at The Anvil theatre, a thoroughly enjoyable event, especially as they get to take their teddy bear with them.
The school choir were invited last year to sing at 2 local community events. These supported local community events and provided an opportunity to showcase the school choir. This is now a feature on our school calendar and something we will continue to foster.



In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	At Wherwell we plan to continue providing opportunities for pupils to learn a musical instrument, and aim to maintain our good range of instruments currently being taught. We have, with the support of our Hampshire Music Service instrumental teachers been able to increase our range of instruments to include both cello and brass lessons, these are both instruments which have not been taught in recent years.
Having successfully acquired a class set of violins from our music hub. We successfully trialled whole class violin tuition during the summer term with our year 2/3 mixed class. This is now timetabled within our music curriculum plan to occur each year. To support this, a new set of resources and playing material is being developed in time for summer 2026 to support the increased differentiation for those pupils with prior learning and those that will be new to the instrument.
We will continue to develop and refine the assessment of pupil in their music learning this is currently a school target upon all non-core subjects.
We plan to increase pupils’ opportunities to hear live music either through attending concert performances or inviting groups to visit the school.


Further information (optional)
	We plan to continue supporting the Hampshire Music Hub, and take up the opportunities to be involved in the different musical projects offered to schools over the course of the year.
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